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Friends of Herring River

Mission

ÅConduct public 
education, awareness 
and outreach activities

ÅRaise design and 
construction funds

ÅAdminister grants and 
contracts

Promote the restoration and environmental 

vitality of the Herring River Estuary



Agenda

ÅWelcome 
Å Introductions

Å Blue Carbon

ÅWhere have we been?
ÅEnvironmental Studies

ÅEngineering and Design

ÅWhere are we now?
ÅPreparing permit 

applications

ÅWhere are we going?
ÅObtain Permits

ÅFundraise



Restoring a Native Ecosystem

Herring River was onceé

Å a thriving 1,000-acre salt marsh that hosted 
a rich diversity of  fish and wildlife

Å an aquatic nursery for Cape Cod Bay and 
ocean waters

Å a vibrant part of  the local 

economy, supporting a 

large herring fishery 



That all changed in 1909é



100+ Years of Tidal Restriction:

Å Loss and subsidence of  tidal marsh ðand 
the habitat, aquatic nursery, storm 
protection and carbon storage it provides

Å Degraded water quality

Å Closure of  shellfish beds due to 
contamination

Å Impediments to river 

herring passage

Å Increased mosquito 

nuisance



The Restoration Project

Objective:

ÅRestore self-sustaining coastal habitats

How:

ÅRemove existing restrictions in the river 

ÅReturn natural tidal flow 

Why?

ÅPrevent ongoing degradation of  the estuary

ÅCurrent dike is in poor condition

ÅAchieve ecological and social benefits



Benefits of  Restoration

Restore coastal habitats:

Å Improve Water Quality

Å Naturally Sustainable Salt Marsh Habitat

Å 200+ Acres Clam and Oyster Habitat

Å Habitat for Marine Species; Striped Bass,     

Winter Flounder,  Diamond-back Terrapin

Å Nursery for Near- and Off-Shore Marine 

Habitats

Å 11+ Miles River Miles for River Herring

Å Access to 160 Pond Acres for Spawning



Benefits of  Restoration

Restore ecosystem services:

Å Recreation: Boating, Hiking, Fishing

Å Reduce Methane Emissions - Cs

Å Natural Mosquito Control: Tidal Flushing of  

Breeding Areas, Larvae-eating Fish

Å Managing Sea Level Rise

Å Local Economy: shellfishing, recreation, 

spending



Major Projects


